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ridiculous than that which had distracted the Western
churches in the seventh century, the Protestants refusing
to reckon by the reformed calendar because it was the"
work of a Pope. Collective action through the old organs
was confessed impossible, when the common object of
defence against France was sought by forming a league
under the Emperor's presidency, and when at European
congresses the Empire was not represented at all e. No
change could come from the Emperor, whom the capitu-
lation of A.D. 1658 deposed ipso facto if he violated its
provisions. As Dohmk sai(ij to keep him from doing
harm, he was kept from doing anything.

Yet little was lost by his inactivity, for what could
have been hoped from his action? From the election of
Albert the Second, A.D. 1437, to the death of Charles the
Sixth, A.D. 1740, the sceptre had remained in the hands
of one family. So far from being fit subjects for undis-
tinguishing invective, the Hapsburg Emperors may be
contrasted favourably with the contemporary dynasties of
France, Spain, or England. Their policy, viewed as
a whole from the days of Rudolf downwards, had been
neither conspicuously tyrannical, nor faltering, nor dis-
honest. But it had been always selfish. Entrusted with
an office which might, if there be any power in those
memories of the past to which the champions of hereditary
monarchy so constantly appeal, have stirred their sluggish
souls with some enthusiasm for the heroes on whose
throne they sat, some wish to advance the glory and the
happiness of Germany, they had cared for nothing, sought
nothing, used the Empire as an instrument for nothing
but the attainment of their own personal or dynastic ends.

e Only the envoys of the several h Quoted by Ludwig Hatisser,
states were present at Utrecht in 1713. Deutsche Geschichte.
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